Friar Manrique is taken for a Slaver
what was indefensible, to excuse the slave raids made by the
mercenaries at Dianga. The horror of these raids, the cruelties
connected with them, their negation of everything that was
Christian and humane, have been described at length, as have the
reasons why Manrique condoned them, why he shut his heart to
pity, forgot compassion, arguing falsely that any excess was justi-
fied against the followers of Mohammed and that the kidnapped
persons were fortunate, in a long view, because their capture
enabled him to convert them. This was a preposterous view to
take of what was a nefarious business. It made him the abettor of
a gang of murdering kidnappers. That was the crime to which
bigotry had brought him. But he was totally unaware that his con-
donation was criminal. We may be sure that he made no mention
of it in confession. When he spoke of sins committed and his un-
worthiness, he was not thinking of his palliation of the slave raids.
Yet his heart should have prompted him. He saw the wretches
arrive, with his own eyes he witnessed their despairing tears. He
saw them dragged in chains to perpetual slavery. But bigotry
made him dumb. He never raised his voice against what his whole
religion told him was an atrocity. He did not even admonish the
slavers, except in such minor matters as their morals. Bigotry it
was that dulled his sensibility. He had no feeling for the unhappy
victims. How different a character was St. Francis Xavier's! He
worked among the slaves, the downtrodden, the wronged. He
loved them with a truly burning enthusiasm. Never did he give
face or countenance to their oppressors. Never would he have
excused the slavers of Dianga. His heart would have told him that
they were evil men, and he would have listened to his heart, not
to a specious argument.
A criminal act, unrepented, is always followed by some punish-
ment, even though this be no more than a coarsening of the indi-
vidual, of which he may not even be aware. But sometimes the
punishment is more objective. In Manrique's case it took this
form. Fate ordained that he, the condoner of slavers, should him-
self be mistaken for a slaver by the very persons who so long had
suffered by the raids; that he should fall into their power and that
they should punish him.
His departure from Mrauk-u followed the coronation. When he
went to give the King the present which was customary on such an
occasion, he was accompanied by a captain, Delemos by name,
who was recently from Dianga. He had arranged with this man to
227

